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course has been repeated and excluded from the GPA 
calculation. The repeat course will be annotated with I to 
indicate repeat course and included in the GPA calcula-
tion.

• With prior approval of the college dean, a course substitu-
tion may be sought under the following conditions:

• The substitute course is a change in prefix, number, hours, 
or title, but not a substantive change in context from the 
original course.

• The substitute course replaces a course no longer_ of-
fered by the institution.

• Individual colleges may have further restrictions; there-
fore, the student should consult with his/her academic 
advisor.

• Students who have received a bachelor’s degree from 
FGCU cannot apply grade forgiveness to any course 
taken prior to the awarding of the degree.

Students should discuss their eligibility for grade forgiveness 
with their academic advisor. Applications for grade forgive-
ness can be obtained from academic advisors or from the Of-
fice of the Registrar. Refer to the Academic Calendar for the 
application deadline date.

Grade Point Average Calculation
Florida Gulf Coast University’s grading system includes 
grades of A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, F, I, NR, S, U, 
W, WF, X, and Z.

GradeDefinition Quality Points Per
Semester Hour

A 4.0
A- 3.7
B+ 3.3
B 3.0
B- 2.7
C+ 2.3
C 2.0
C- 1.7
D+ 1.3
D 1.0
D- 0.7
F Failure 0.0
I Incomplete 0.0
NR Not Reported by instructor 0.0
S Satisfactory 0.0
U Unsatisfactory 0.0
W Withdrawal without academic penalty 0.0
WF Withdrawal with academic penalty 0.0
X Audit (no academic credit) 0.0
Z Thesis/Dissertation Continuation 0.0

It is the option of the college, department or instructor to use 
all, some, or none of the plus/minus grades in assigning stu-
dent grades in a course, as long as the grading system is 
communicated to students via the course syllabi at the begin-
ning of the course. Numerical ranges corresponding to letter 
grades are established for each course according to the pro-
fessional judgment of the instructor.

Some colleges, departments, and programs have established 
minimum grade requirements.  In these instances, a grade 
of C- does not satisfy the requirement of a minimum grade 
of C, and a grade of B- does not satisfy the requirement of a 
minimum grade of B.
The grades of D+, D, and D-, while considered passing for 
undergraduate students, may not be acceptable for some 
courses (see program requirements). 

Earned credit hours are not assigned in courses with grades 

of F, I, U, W, WF, X, and Z (see definitions). A grade of NR 
will be posted for grades not reported by the instructor. A NR 
grade will be converted to an F at the end of the following 
semester. 

Incomplete (I) grade. A student who is passing a course but 
who has not completed all of the required coursework by the 
end of the term may, with the permission of the instructor, 
be assigned a grade of I. A grade of I is not computed in a 
student’s GPA.

An incomplete (I) grade cannot be assigned to a course if the 
student fails to attend the course, drops the course after the 
drop/add period, or withdraws from the university. A student, 
who registers for a course but fails to meet the course require-
ments, without officially dropping the course, will receive a 
grade of F in the course. 

To initiate consideration for a grade of I, a student must con-
tact the instructor before grades are reported. The decision 
to award a grade of I is solely the decision of the instructor. 
Should a professor decide to assign the grade, both the stu-
dent and the professor must complete and retain a copy of an 
Incomplete Grade Agreement Form. The maximum amount 
of time to complete coursework to remove a grade of I is one 
year from the ending date of the semester for which the grade 
was assigned or graduation whichever comes first; however, 
instructors may restrict the amount of time given to the stu-
dent to complete the coursework. After one year, a grade of I 
will be changed to an F if the instructor has reported no grade. 
A student may not re-register for a course in which he or she 
currently has an incomplete (I) grade.  Once an incomplete (I) 
grade has converted to a failing grade (F), the grade may not 
be converted back to an incomplete (I) grade or to a regular 
grade. Exceptions due to university error may be approved by 
the college Dean (or his/her designee) with supporting justifi-
cation attached to a change of grade form.

Students approved for reinstatement by the Reinstatement 
Appeal Committee after the deadline expires are not eligible 
for the grade assignment of incomplete (I). 

Final grade reports. Grades are available via Gulfline at http://
gulfline.fgcu.edu. The university does not mail final grade re-
ports. Students needing written verification of grades should 
submit a request for an unofficial or official transcript to the 
Office of the Registrar. 

Change of grade. A request for a change of grade will be con-
sidered only during the term immediately following the term in 
which the grade was assigned. Grades assigned during the 
spring semester may be changed during the following sum-
mer or fall terms. The dean (or his/her designee) of the college 
offering the course must approve grade changes. Exceptions 
to the time limitation may be approved by the college dean (or 
his/her designee) with supporting justification attached to the 
Change of Grade form. 

Grades will not be changed after a degree or certificate has 
been awarded. 

Grade appeal. All student grade appeals or allegations should 
first be brought to the attention of the instructor of the course. 
Students are responsible to present documents or evidence 
supporting the grade appeal to the instructor within one se-
mester after the grade issuance. Students and faculty should 
attempt to resolve the problem in a timely and satisfactory 
manner. Students dissatisfied with the instructor’s decision, 
or if the faculty is not available, the student may pursue an 
informal solution with the Chair of the department.
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